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This episode I asked Sean from Killline to write a for me a
guest blog post for Wade Environmental on a subject we have
discussed and debated many times.  Trapping and the
approaches different people use to achieve this age old skill.

The first thing worth mentioning is that this isn't a silver
bullet, it will not solve every problem.  It will in my experience
solve very few, however when it is needed and you have the
right customer it’s surely going to become the only option.

What do you need?
A can-do attitude, an ability to truly see what is going on and
an ability to be your own worst critic.

When does this approach work?
For sites where the continued use of rodenticide poses risks
to the local wildlife populations (and companion animals).

For the last several decades the overuse of chemicals has
caused damage to the environment that we are only fully
starting to understand and only scratching the surface of the
severity. Testing of Red Kites and Barn Owls has shown us
this.  
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However, I truly believe that when testing is carried out
on stoats, weasels, fox, badger and your
neighbourhood/feral moggy we will begin to understand
why things must change. As an industry and an
individual and we can get there willingly or kicking and
screaming, but we will get there.
As the chemical industry rushes to put alternatives in
place we can revert to where we started, with long
forgotten skills of field craft and invention.
My journey started when a keeper friend reliably told me
about then number of rats they were catching on traps
when targeting stoats and weasels in the protection of
grouse on moor land. He then asked why I wasn’t using
traps, embarrassed I said I struggled to catch them.
(Like most pest controllers I had been using black
boxes and snap back traps with little effect). He
laughed at me, telling me he had traps that he would
catch that many rats on it would get in the way of his
control program. 
So, I decided to spend some time with him and others
and see if I could alter what they did, to make it suitable
for my needs. 
The keepers used blank end boxes and were pretty
much exclusively using DOC 150’s. The best trappers I
met also had an innate ability to look for the movement
of their targets over several hundred yards. 

Where is the rat now? 
Where is it going? 
Why is it going there? 

What did I end up doing? We stopped using bait as
we had dogs, fox and other scavengers on the
farms that we implemented this on. 
We found it far easier to use run through boxes and
would catch far better in Fenn MK4’s. However,
after several seasons the numbers of stoats around
the buildings increased so drastically that we had to
change to DOC’s (for legal reasons).
It quickly became apparent that instead of
attracting rats into a standard box, we had to use
their neophobia against them and trick new/green
rats into using the box location as a position of
harbourage. A rat that is already living on a farm is
a far different proposition to one that is just
arriving.
Looking for how these rats were getting onto the
farm became one of the most important factors to
consider, with 20% of the traps catching 80% of the
rats when we felt like we had it right.
Making these boxes out of natural materials was a
truly game changing decision. It allows you to
convince the rat that is entering a safe place, a
possible entry point into the building. Catch rates
went up considerably. We used wood, ply and have
now settled on bricks and mortar. 
What advice would I give anyone wanting to give
this method a try. When looking to solve a problem,
ask yourself the following; 

Additionally, always trap it on a straight line. Every
trap works better when the animal is heading
straight at it.
Trapping is about confidence in what you're doing,
believing you're nearly there but understanding that
there is always room for improvement. Never be
scared to get it wrong. It's not rocket science, but it
will 100% make a difference to the environment as
well as giving you transferrable skills that will assist
your everyday work.

Tight Lines
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